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               UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION IX  


75 Hawthorne Street  
San Francisco, CA  94105   


 
 


June 27, 2013 
 
 
 
 


Ms. Rachelle Toti 
Concerned Citizens for Clean Air          
Post Office Box 118 
Arroyo Grande, California  93421 
 
Dear Ms. Toti: 
 
I am writing in response to your May 9, 2013 letter to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Region 9 Regional Administrator Jared Blumenfeld regarding windblown dust in Nipomo Mesa 
and Oceano, San Luis Obispo County, California. You specifically requested that EPA 
redesignate this part of San Luis Obispo County as a non-attainment area for particulate matter 
larger than 10 microns (PM10). Thank you for sharing your air quality concerns in your letter and 
in your subsequent telephone conversations with Andrew Steckel, Manager of EPA Region 9’s 
Air Division Rules Office. We are very familiar with the air quality issues of this area; we 
provided input to the windblown dust study conducted by San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution 
Control District (APCD) (Phase 2 South County Particulate Study (2010)) and we continue to be 
engaged with the APCD on their local actions to reduce dust emissions.   
 
EPA Region 9 encompasses many parts of the arid west and windblown dust is a long-standing 
issue. The Clean Air Act provides EPA the discretion to employ several different approaches to 
address air pollution in areas that violate ambient air quality standards. These approaches include 
requiring the state or local air district to adopt new pollution control measures, working with the 
air district to ensure existing rules are being properly implemented and enforced, and/or initiating 
the process to redesignate an area to nonattainment, which in turn triggers a comprehensive, 
multi-year planning process to achieve clean air. We evaluate each situation individually to 
determine the most appropriate way to expeditiously reduce potential health impacts of PM10 
emissions.  Characteristically, when an area starts to have violations, we begin to work with the 
local district before considering whether to pursue a redesignation to nonattainment. 
 
Regarding the air quality in the Oceano and Nipomo areas of San Luis Obispo County, data 
collected by the San Luis Obispo County APCD indicate that the CDF monitor (AQS ID: 06-
079-2007), a required regulatory monitor near the Oceano Dunes, has exceeded the PM10 
National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)1 four times during 2010-2012, thus appearing 
to violate the PM10 NAAQS. Data from the APCD also show a recent exceedance in May 2013, 
indicating that this site continues to violate the PM10 NAAQS.  
                                                           
1 The PM10 NAAQS level is 150 µg/m3 averaged over 24 hours, not to be exceeded more than once per year on 
average over 3 years. Note that due to rounding conventions, the lowest value for an exceedance is 155 µg/m3; the 
lowest number of exceedances that results in a violation is 1.05 exceedances over 3 years. 







  


 
As you are aware, the San Luis Obispo County APCD has been very proactive in identifying 
potential sources of windblown dust and, as noted in your letter, the APCD has adopted local 
rules to control windblown dust from those sources, including the Oceano Dunes. These local 
rules, if effectively implemented, could reduce air pollution below the NAAQS. One option for 
the APCD to consider is to submit their local rules to EPA for formal public review and 
incorporation into California’s Air Quality SIP. Upon incorporation into the SIP by EPA, these 
rules would become federally enforceable by both EPA and citizens. Meanwhile, we will 
continue to work with the APCD on timely implementation of the local dust control rules. We 
will also ensure air quality monitoring continues so we can evaluate how effective the local rules 
are in reducing PM10 to levels below the NAAQS and determine whether EPA needs to take 
additional action.  
 
Please feel free to call me at (415) 972-3851 if you would like to further discuss the air quality 
issues in San Luis Obispo. Also, if you would like to discuss air quality monitoring, you may 
contact Meredith Kurpius at (415) 947-4534, and if you would like to discuss windblown dust 
controls, you may contact Andrew Steckel at (415) 947-4115.  Thank you again for sharing your 
concerns. 
  
      Sincerely, 
      


/s/ 
     
      Matthew Lakin, Manager 
      Air Quality Analysis Office 
 
 
cc:  Larry Allen, San Luis Obispo County APCD 
 Sylvia Vanderspek, California Air Resources Board  
 






